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Total Shooting
Incidents

46,717
Deaths

11,690

Injuries

23,730

Mass Shootings

273

Children (0-11)
Injured or Killed

546

Teens (12-17)
Injured or Killed

2,439

Officers Involved

232

*Information taken from the
Gun Violence Archive on
Oct. 5, 2017.

On Sunday, Oct. 1, at least 59 people
were killed and more than 500 injured in
Las Vegas, Nevada, during the deadliest mass
shooting in U.S. history. According to the Las
Vegas Metro Police Department (LVMPD),
shooter Stephen Paddock opened fire at 10:08
p.m. at a crowd of more than 22,000 gathered
for the Route 91 Harvest Festival. Country
music artist Jason Aldean was performing at
the time of the attack.
Paddock was located in a room the 32nd
floor of the nearby Mandalay Bay Resort and
Casino, and shooting continued for 9 to 11
minutes, according to CNN. Paddock was
found dead in his hotel room after the event.
Alumnus Cole Mokry grew up in Nevada
and said he woke up to an alarming phone call
from his father regarding the news. His sister
recently moved back to Las Vegas, and his
father called to share that she was safe. Mokry
said none of his family or friends were affected.
“When I first heard about the shooting it
was pretty overwhelming,” Mokry said. “This
particular shooting hit very close to home for
me, physically and figuratively, because I was
left to wonder if my friends and family were
alive or dead. Those hours of not knowing were
some of the longest I’ve experienced, but they
forced me to think about the world we live in
and how to respond in times of chaos and crisis.”
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Mokry said waking up to death tolls from
violent attacks has become normal to him.
“An unfortunate side effect of growing up
in the United States in the 21st century is
mass shootings like this one seem to occur on
a regular basis,” Mokry said. “Events like Columbine, Virginia Tech and Sandy Hook have
desensitized me and others in my generation to
domestic terrorism, and I’m ashamed of that.”
As of press time, detectives are investigating
to learn Paddock’s motive, according to the
LVMPD. The police department is processing
the crime scenes and combining evidence to
reveal any pertinent information on the massacre.

SAVANNA DISTEFANO
editor-in-chief
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According to Fox News, the shooting was
heavily planned. Paddock installed cameras
inside and outside his hotel room and stashed
12 bump-fire stocks — legal devices that mimic
automatic weapon gunfire — and 23 firearms.
In total, Paddock possessed 47 firearms in
three different locations. CNN reported that
Paddock accumulated guns for more than 20
years, purchasing them from Nevada, Utah,
California and Texas. No purchase permits,
registration of firearms or licensing of owners
is required for rifles, shotguns or handguns in
the states of Nevada, Texas or Utah, according
to the National Rifle Association.
Senior Julia Bergeth grew up in Las Vegas,
Nevada. After she learned her friends and
family in the city were safe, Bergeth said she
felt empathy for the city.
“I just really felt a lot of hurt — hurt for
the city that holds such precious memories for
me and my loved ones, but also just because it
is Las Vegas,” Bergeth said. “I’m worried that
it might almost get swept under the rug. It’s
easy to see Vegas as a sinful city and nothing
more than that, but of course there is so much
more to the city, and I’m concerned that the
bigger message of this might be lost. It’s easy
to disconnect yourself from a place like Vegas
living somewhere like Searcy, Arkansas, but
this tragedy is so real to so many people who
see Las Vegas as their home.”

Mass
Shootings
This Year

“I think it would be easy for things like this
to harden us and make us more closed off as a
church and a community, but now more than
ever that is incredibly the wrong response,”
Bergeth said. “These kinds of tragedies are no
longer anomalies, and we have to realize that
events like this are not just isolated events. As
a church, I think that means opening our doors
and understanding why there are so many people
in our communities that feel turned away by
society and so fundamentally broken.”
The Gun Violence Archive defines mass
shooting as a shooting where four or more
individuals have been shot or killed in the same
general time or location. As of Oct. 3, 273 mass
shootings have occurred in 2017, according to
the Gun Violence Archive.
Shawn Fisher, liaison for the Reserve Officers’
Trainng Corps (ROTC) at Harding, said mass
shootings can remind people of the everyday
gunfire in the U.S.
“Sadly, the reaction to mass shootings also
shows how blind we are to shootings that happen to people we ignore, such as in Chicago,
where there have been over 500 murders this
year. In Memphis the murder count is over
150, in Philadelphia it’s over 200, in Little
Rock it is over 50,” Fisher said. “We may not
be able to stop an attack like the one in Las
Vegas, where the shooter was not known to law
enforcement and where effective legislation may
be so draconian as to render our constitutional
protections moot, but surely we can agree that
focusing law enforcement resources into those
communities most hit by crime on a day-to-day
basis stands to save the most lives and could
strengthen our most vulnerable populations.”
According to CNN, President Donald Trump
stated that gun control laws will be discussed
in time. In the meantime, Mokry said people
can step forward by changing the way they
treat one another.
“It’s easy to point fingers and blame others
for the tragedy that occurred in Las Vegas, but
when you don’t know if the people you love most
are alive or dead, all you want to do is show
more love, more compassion, more kindness,”
Mokry said. “That’s an attitude I wish I had
every day, and I think that’s what will help bring
healing to us all as we take steps forward from
this horrible display of hatred and violence.”
To help victims of the Las Vegas shooting,
food donations can be sent to Catholic
Charities or Three Square in Vegas, or
financial support can be given to the
“Las Vegas Victims’ Fund” on
Gofundme.com.
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5K celebrates legacy of former Harding student
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leased a statement saying that he had shot
her and left her body in a low-lying region
near the Loosahatchie River in Memphis.
After two years of court proceedings, he has
served six of the 25-year prison sentence
with no parole.
The upcoming race is only the beginning
for some who will continue on to complete
the Micah Rine Wildcat Legacy series,
participating in both the 5K and 10 K races.
“For our family, the idea of a legacy carries
positive feelings of hope,” Terri Rine said.
“We believe Micah lived a life of faithfulness to God, and she was also faithful to
her friends, family, work relationships and
marriage.”
The 5K is scheduled each year on the
Saturday of Harding Academy’s Homecoming. According to Terri Rine, the first
few years of the race, it was Searcy’s largest
race of its kind.
“We have many repeat participants in
the race because we have many friends who
use this opportunity to show their love to
us,” Terri Rine said. “There are also many
students who participate that we may not
even know, they have just heard Micah’s
story and come to show their support.”
There are also students, like junior Katie
Tracy, who get involved because the Rine
family has positively influenced them by
attending their classes, their home Bible
study or viewing the documentary “Missing
Micah,” according to many students who
know the family.
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Harding Academy will host the seventh
annual Micah Rine Wildcat Legacy Race
tomorrow, Oct. 7 at 8 a.m. The event will
begin at the academy and includes a 5K
race and 1-mile run/walk.
Micah Rine was a former Harding
Academy and Harding University student
who was born and raised in Searcy. Terri
and Dennis Rine are the parents of Micah
Rine, to whom the race is dedicated.
“This is the seventh year for the race,
and it is always so special because many
who participate are our friends and loved
ones, and that is so very precious to us,”
Terri Rine said. “It is how our community
chose to walk alongside us on this difficult
journey and show their support of not only
us, but of the race and its efforts.”
Dennis Rine said Micah Rine was a
talented high school athlete and dedicated
nursing student.
Micah Rine married just before college
graduation and moved to Memphis with
her husband to begin work as a labor and
delivery nurse at a women’s clinic.
“Micah had been married three and a
half years the night we got a late-night
phone call from her husband,” Terri Rine
said. “He told Dennis and me that Micah
had gone running and didn’t return.”
After searching for approximately 30
hours, Micah’s husband, Thomas Pate, re-
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Tomorrow, Harding students, faculty, and Searcy locals will gather to run a
race celebrating the legacy of former Harding student Micah Rine.The event
begins at 8 a.m. at Harding Academy.
“I’ve attended the Rines’ Bible study for
over a year now, and I have been so blessed
by them and their story,” Tracy said. “I’m
so glad I have the opportunity to run for
Micah for the second time now because I
want to be a part of continuing her legacy.”
Awards are also given in several male and
female categories and age groups. According
to Terri Rine, there have been a growing
number of children participants each year,
which creates a family-friendly environment
that she knows Micah would have loved.
“Micah loved Harding Academy, Harding University and the Searcy community,

so this is a way to honor her and benefit
those causes and meet needs in areas that
were dear to her,” Dennis Rine said. “We
wish to honor Micah because she honored
God. It is a fun and sentimental day, so we
encourage all to come.”
Proceeds from the race benefit the
Wildcat Trust, which funds equipping and
maintaining a workout room for female
athletes and some needs-based scholarships.
The registration cost for the Micah
Rine Wildcat Legacy Race is $30 and is
open the morning of the race or at www.
searcylegacyseries.com.
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MALEAH BROWN
student writer

Searcy High School band was nominated
by Congressman French Hill to participate
in the national Memorial Day parade in
Washington D.C. on May 28, 2018.
The band will march down Constitution
Avenue in D.C. as part of the parade, and
the four day trip will also allow the band
to explore the city. Their itinerary includes
the United States Marine band’s evening
parade at the barracks, the National Mall,
the Holocaust Museum, Arlington National
Cemetery, and the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldiers.
Band director Tony Luzzi has worked
at Searcy High School for 14 years and is
planning to attend the trip with his students.
He presented the trip to the school board
Wednesday, Sept. 27. Luzzi said that the
trip is a major opportunity for the band.
“This is going to be a trip of a lifetime
for our students, just being able to do this
national event, this spotlight on us,” Luzzi
said. “I told the kids Friday afternoon, and

the word for it is excitement because they’re
all cheering and fist bumping ... They’re so
happy about this.”
Searcy High School senior Abigail Hamby
has been in band since the 6th grade and was
thrilled when she heard the news.
“Honestly, I was filled with pure joy,”
Hamby said. “We work every morning and
Tuesday night to reach this goal. We work
hard, and this is just something to reward
us for all of our hard work. I am so blessed
by this opportunity and love and support
from everyone.”
Harding sophomore Logan Glewen was
a leader in the band for the majority of his
time at Searcy High School. He said that
Luzzi’s influence helps the band stand out
among the other applicants for this honor.
“He’s played basically his whole life,”
Glewen said. “He’s always been involved in
music. He’s an Army Reserve Soldier, so a
lot of his army training has influenced how
we played and how we acted and our style of
marching, and it’s pretty unique to the area.”
Luzzi has other ideas as to why Searcy was
chosen to perform at this special occasion.
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Searcy High School students play on the practice field on Tuesday, Oct. 3.
The Searcy High School band was nominated to play in the national Memorial
Day Parade in Washington, D.C. on May 2018.
“Bands work hard, and so do we, and
we try to do a good job wherever we go,
and try and put our best foot forward on
what we do, whether we are marching or
playing a concert, or whatever event we’re

playing,” Luzzi said. “We try to do our best
because we know people are watching, we
know people are listening, and it payed off
for them ... We’re so proud of our kids for
what they’re doing.”

Harding AIS hosts lock-in for students interested in IT
SARAH DIXON
head copy editor

Harding’s Association of Information
Systems (AIS) is hosting a lock in on tonight
in the Mabee building, the first of many
events this year to bring more attention
to the club.
AIS is a student-led organization for
information systems (IS) and other majors
to gain a deeper understanding of the information technology field through networking
and other resources. This week’s lock-in kicks
off their year of club events.
“The goal of the AIS lock in is to get
students informed about what we do in
AIS and launch this year’s activities with
something different, and show IS and nonIS majors that we can have fun with what
we do,” AIS vice president, senior Iliana
Ochoa said. “We are most looking forward
to getting to know the people attending to
the event closer and nurture their interest
for the club and major.”
According to senior Brandon Beghtol,
president of AIS, the club is not certified
this year and is therefore not affiliated with
the international body of AIS. He hopes
that will change in coming years.
“The lock-in is just to have fun,” Beghtol
said. “We want to get to know people, get
people interested and go from there. This

is our first thing to do and hopefully we’ll
have other things as the semester goes on.”
According to Ochoa, AIS is planning
networking events for its members to interact
with IS alumni.
“The students will have the opportunity
to hear from (alumni) and ask them specific
questions about what is really waiting for them
in the working environment,” Ochoa said.
Along with hosting alumni and guest
speakers, Beghtol said the club hopes to
tour companies in the surrounding area in
order to give students a look at the practical
application of their major.
“We want people who are interested in
information systems to learn more about
what you can do with that,” Beghtol said.
“It’s a very broad major. You can go into
networking, coding, security, databases, a
million different things.”
According to Dr. Reet Cronk, chair of
the Information Systems Department and
sponsor of AIS, getting out of the classroom
and attending these events is a great way for
students to understand the broader scope
of their field.
“It’s always been an underlying principle
of the club to strengthen the students and
the relationships they have with one another
and share knowledge,” Cronk said.
Cronk said she hopes the events this year
will attract more underclassmen to the club
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Tonight, the Association of Information Systems will host a lock-in to get to
know students interested in information technologies. Students will learn
more about the organization and what it offers.
and in the coming years AIS can become recognition for the university. I think it would
certified. With this certification comes be a great confidence boost for the students.”
According to Beghtol, AIS will continue
access to the international AIS resources,
to plan events and networking opportunitconferences and competitions.
“I hope the club can reaffiliate with the iesthroughout the year. The lock in will be in
mothership, and as the major grows, be a the Mabee building tonight from 9 p.m. to 7
part of the competitions,” Cronk said. “We a.m. on Saturday. Members are encouraged
could really do well in them and gain the to bring coffee, snacks, computers and games.

State | Burn Ban

The Arkansas Forestry Commission rated many portions of the state to be at
high risk for wildfires. Arkansas county judges have issued burn bans for 24
counties so far, including White County. The bans forbid any open burning.

National | House Boosts Border Wall

On Wednesday, a U.S. House Committee approved a $10 billion package
to increase security funding for the U.S. border wall. The Hill reported that
party support was polarized.

International | Chaos in Catalonia

On Tuesday, Catalan President Carles Puigdemont announced plans to
declare independence from Spain. Amid violent protests and rioting,
Spain’s Prime Minister urged Catalonia to “return to the path of law”,
according to The Washington Post.
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In the face of chaos, hold the line
sierra glover

guest
writer

L

as Vegas has weighed heavy on my
heart this week. I am grieved by
the massive loss of life that occurred
due to the atrocious acts of one man.
I am weary. I am angry. But I am not
surprised.
Please don’t mistake me. I am appalled by what occurred and outraged
that such horrific acts of violence
saturate the world we live in, but
that doesn’t mean I’m surprised. I’m
a senior criminal justice major, so I
am no stranger to the depravity of
man or our ever-increasing capacity
for evil. I know that our knee-jerk
reaction when we hear of a tragedy
of this magnitude is to ask, “Why?
What made him do it? Wasn’t there
something we could have done to stop
him before this happened?”
Coming face-to-face with evil
isn’t easy, and having questions such
as these is in our nature. The only
thing that helps me face tragedy and
move forward is this: we are living in

a fallen world. With this mindset, I
can cope with the horrors this world
presents by realizing the only true
and permanent solution is the return
of Christ.
It sounds like a cop-out, I know.
But that knowledge is accompanied
by the realization that I am called by
Christ to shine light into any area of
influence I have, and that anything
beyond that is me trying to satisfy a
need only Christ can fill.
So I am not surprised by these
attacks, and I will not be surprised
by what the days after them bring.
Politicians will be frenzied to release
statements condemning the attacks
and wait anxiously for their approval
ratings to inch higher. A zealous call
to reform gun control legislation will
be championed, and we will decide to
give that long-dead horse one more
kick just for good measure.
We will talk about the heroes.
We will talk about the citizens who
saved countless lives in some of their
own most harrowing moments. As I
looked through pictures on Monday,
one stood out to me among the rest:
a group of law enforcement officers
in tactical gear rushing to the scene
of the carnage. When bullets rang
out at Route 91 and people rushed
to find safety and shelter, these brave

men and women ran into harm’s way
in order to protect and serve those in
need. In those moments, considerations
of religion, socioeconomic status,
gender or race weren’t important.
They didn’t care who kneeled on
Sunday before a football game or if
all of the Kardashians were pregnant.
They didn’t worry about so many of
the issues we are privileged to bicker
about. The officers of the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department saw
a threat and moved to combat it, they
saw victims during this horror and
stepped in to protect them.
This is something my major refers to as “holding the line.” We are
called to stand as a barrier between
a law-abiding society and those who
seek to do harm. When we hold the
line, we maintain the balance between
law and chaos, order and disarray.
When the members of the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department woke
up on Sunday morning, they came
to the line and were ready to answer
the call of duty, even if it meant they
weren’t going home that evening.
You might call that heroic. They
call it duty.
SIERRA GLOVER is a guest writer
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at svangilder@harding.edu.

Toys vs. Technology
lexi hoagland

guest
writer

A

s I took my colored construction
paper the colorful aisles of Toys
R Us and dreamed of the unending
possibilities of prospective Christmas
presents, I knew I was in for a treat.
Barbie dolls, Lincoln Logs, play sets
and dolls were at the top of my list
as a child. These toys sparked the
essence of my creativity and formed
who I am today.
On Sept. 18, 2017 the epitome of
my childhood, Toys R Us, filed for
bankruptcy due to the internet and
technology replacing toys in children’s
lives today. The store owes $7.5 billion
to toy makers around the globe such
as Crayola, Hasbro and Lego. Toys
are out and technology is in for the
little rugrats — that’s sad.
I would first like to state that I
am not a parent, but from an outside
perspective looking in, I see a lack of
childhood development and creativity
in younger generations.
Different events in my life have
shaped who I am, but my personality formed at an early age. Through
hands-on experience with Lincoln

Logs, I was able to dream. I was
able to visualize and create luxurious
mountain homes deep within the trees
of Colorado. My Easy-Bake Oven
would create bite-size brownies, but
that little conveyer belt of an oven
taught me patience, judgment (for
measuring) and the importance of
time. Most importantly, the greatest
life lesson instilled by my parents was
simply telling my brothers and me to
go play outside.
Being outside encouraged me
to be active. I will never forget the
redwood playset my parents built
with two swings and a slide. I would
rappel myself up the 5-foot climbing
wall and sling myself down the slide,
just to run around and do it all over
again. I learned strength through the
Olympic-like routines I performed
on the swings where I would invite
my parents to come out and watch
their little gold medal athlete. And
through quality family time in the
yard, my dad was able to teach me
the importance of teamwork, communication and dreams through the
American game of baseball.
I do not have many childhood
memories being plastered to the TV,
glued to a phone screen or scrolling
through a tablet. No, I remember
looking the waitress in her eyes and
telling her my order. I remember
the toys and games my brothers and
I shared. I am not who I am today

staff

because of technology; I am who I
am because of my faith, the lessons I
learned through nature and my parents.
I was not a saint as a child, and I
am not perfect today. But I believe
my first cell phone, my brother’s first
videogames and our first regular TV
show provided a divide between
childhood and growing up. Children
are missing out on opportunities to
develop lifelong skills because parents
are giving their children these forms
of technology.
I know there is no universal age
when a child should be introduced to
technology. I also see that technology
can form and shape the intelligence
of children at an early age. But why
should young children learn how to
work a computer and master a tablet
when there is a world of imagination
in their own heads?
These real life and hands-on experiences are what make us who we are
today. Children need to be aware of
the real world and not just an image
within a screen.

LEXI HOAGLAND is a guest writer
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at ahoagland@harding.edu.

braver than
you believe

Waiting for the train
T

here’s this small park beside the train tracks that run
through Kensett, and when I feel like life is too crazy for
me to deal with, I disappear to that park and wait for a train
to come through.
My uncle has always loved trains. When we would go out
of town, no matter where we were, he always found his way
to a train station. He would make us all wait there until a
train came. As a kid, I was sometimes a little annoyed by this
because I didn’t understand why we had to sit there and wait
for a loud, obnoxious train.
When I asked my uncle why we waited for the trains, he
told me a story similar to the one I’ll tell later in this column.
He lived near train tracks growing up, and he said he’d go down
the road to wait for the train when he was angry or stressed. He
described it beautifully, but I didn’t fully understand it until the
middle of my second semester of freshman year. I essentially
had an emotional breakdown because of my workload and
some family drama, but I got on my bike and followed those
train tracks into Kensett. I know my parents are probably
going to call and chew me out when they read that I rode my
bike there alone, but I needed it at the time. I admit, it was a
dumb thing to do, but I plead temporary insanity. Emotional
breakdown, remember?
I didn’t recognize where I was going until I got there, but
when I saw that park, I instantly knew why I had gone this
way. When my aunt and uncle moved me in freshman year,
my uncle found his way to this park by following the train
tracks. I sat down on the swings and waited for the train. I
have since visited that park several times — but, for the record,
never again alone on my bike. Now I understand why he waits.
Before the train comes, I can hear crickets and birds chirp.
I can hear kids playing in the backyards on the other side of
fences and my thoughts overwhelming all those other sounds.
Cars pass and bells chime before the train comes. But then
this thundering storm passes through so fast that I can feel
the wind tussling the loose hairs that managed to escape my
ponytail. It’s so loud that all the other noses are drowned out,
even my own thoughts. The air around me is consumed by the
rumbling of this train; nothing else can overcome the power
of its presence. The train is all there is.
In this moment, I know that I can scream as loud as I want
and no one will hear. Right now, the rest of the world doesn’t
matter because the overwhelming orchestra of noises from this
train pushes everything else away. And then it’s gone almost
as quickly as it started.
The moments after the storm are as beautiful as the storm
itself. The train was so powerfully loud for a minute and then,
when it’s gone, there is only silence left in its wake. There are
no crickets. There are no birds or children playing. There are
no noises. Just for a second, the world seems completely still.
The thoughts that were screaming at me a few minutes before
are gone, as if the train scared them back into the dark corners
of my brain. The cacophony of noise that rushed over me took
those thoughts with it when it barreled through, and I’m left
sitting in the center of the merry-go-round in complete and
utter silence.
After the initial shock wears off, the town goes back to normal
as if nothing happened, but I feel different. I feel better.
Then I get in my car and drive back to campus, rejoining
the realities of my life as a college student. My responsibilities
and to-do list wait for me in my dorm room, but things seem
simpler now, and I feel better equipped. I’m recharged and
ready to tackle life once again.
Although it might not do the trick for you, I invite you to
use this place or, even better, find your own train.
JAISA HOGUE is the opinions editor for The Bison.
She may be contacted at jhogue@harding.edu.
Twitter: JaisaDanielle
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savanna distefano

keep it savvy

The importance
of storytelling

S

ixth grade was a good year. It was the
last year in elementary school — the
cool class. We were the only kids allowed
to ride our bikes to school and sit at the
very back of the bus, farthest from the bus
driver and baby kindergarteners.
Sixth grade was the beginning of the
awkward middle-school phase where you
start to learn who you are and where you
belong in the public-school food chain
— somewhere between the jocks and
the goth kids.
My sixth-grade teacher required our
class to write in our composition journals
each morning, and this is when I discovered my love for storytelling. I answered
each morning prompt with a story about
my made-up character: Farmer Bobberhouffer. He was a happy-go-lucky guy.
His adventures ranged from floating to
Mexico in a canoe to exploring caves in
an unknown part of the world.
None of these stories were realistic, but
they made sense to my sixth-grade self.
In high school, I learned about journalism. I was able to practice it in the
safety of my high school, covering stories
from sports to cancer survivors. It was
inspiring. It was rewarding.
The stories I tell today are a little different.
They are filled with argumentative politics,
church shootings and concert massacres.
The past month alone has included several
natural disasters and mass attacks both
domestically and internationally.
During my time as a student journalist, I have heard brutal stories from
sex-trafficking survivors and from police
who uncovered the body of a murdered
2-year-old. I have seen people hurt and
watched people cry as they tell their
stories and relive the experiences I am
reporting on.
All of these stories are painfully real,
but none of them make sense.
The media is criticized, critiqued and
discredited, yet I cannot believe these
people cover natural disasters and horrific
attacks because they enjoy raising hysteria
or making people angry, but because they
believe in raising awareness. After all,
there is no other way to be involved in
the world without knowledge of what is
happening in it.
These are not light-hearted, uplifting
stories, but they are important ones.
It is important to tell the story of the
mass shooting in Vegas and to ponder
solutions to avoid a similar event. It is
important to show the devastation in
Puerto Rico and re-evaluate the process
of U.S. aid to its territories. It is important
for journalists to tell the stories of the
people, to keep them accountable and
informed.
Frankly, sometimes the news is just
bad. It’s not necessarily wrong or pessimistic, but it is covering truth — and
sometimes that truth is unpleasant and
uncomfortable. Sometimes it’s meant to
call people to action, to step in and help
change that truth to something people
would want to hear.
I think the days of my friend Farmer
Bobberhouffer are over. He lived in simpler times, back in sixth grade when we
could ride our bikes to school and ride
in the back of the bus, avoiding the bus
driver and baby kindergartners. Sixth
grade was a good year. It was then that I
discovered my love for storytelling; and
10 years later, I continue to learn why it
is important.

SAVANNA DISTEFANO is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison.
She may be contacted at
sdistefano@harding.edu.
Twitter: vanna_distefano
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Feedback calls us higher

emily shumaker

guest
writer

R

eceiving feedback is a gift of wisdom
that calls humanity higher. It provides
the means to go further in life with others’
input than we ever could on our own.
Feedback comes from different sources.
Perhaps you have a friend who knows you
well and will always tell you the truth. When
you improve, they praise you; when you make
a mistake, they encourage you. Their feedback
is important, and elevates your awareness
about the impact your actions have on those
around you. Perhaps the feedback you have
experienced has only been in professional
settings from those in positions of authority. Whether in a performance review or
meeting with your superiors, feedback can
be extremely helpful. However, when it is not
from people we know well in our personal
lives, it can be intimidating.
This summer I was a camp counselor. I
spent my summer with children, brushing
their hair and tucking them in at night. I

greeted them in the morning by pulling
the blinds wide open so the sun could peek
through and lift their young, sleepy eyelids.
My job was to provide high-quality care to
the children who had been entrusted to me.
With this responsibility came meetings and
performance reviews with camp directors to
ensure I was doing my job well. Each meeting
took an affirmative approach, pointing out
what I had done well and making suggestions
on what I could improve. At the end, I even
got a slip of paper to take with me with
notes from the meeting. That was valuable
feedback in a professional setting.
But the most valuable feedback I received
did not come from an authority figure, but
a dear friend of mine, in whom I confided
everything. She knew me and noticed my
successes and mistakes in everyday life.
We were both busy, but when we got to
talk amid the busy days of being camp counselors, it turned into long hours of sharing
experiences, advice and opinions on how the
other was doing with the campers. In those
moments, we called each other higher. Often
my friend would point something out that
was completely unknown to me. I remember
when she told me I did well in teaching a
young camper to properly clean the table at
dinner. She copied the way I did it: “Go up and
then down with the cloth and scoop the dirt

into your hand like this.” I did this without
thinking in the moment, but she noticed it.
Hearing her feedback encouraged me and
inspired me to be more intentional about
teaching the campers patiently. On another
occasion, she told me how my feelings were
written all over my face when our leader spoke
to me about a plan I did not agree with. This
feedback made me more aware of my facial
expressions. Her feedback enlightened me
to the ways I impacted those around me.
Often, humans are afraid of asking for
feedback out of fear that it implies some
sort of criticism or shortcoming. Feedback,
when given properly, should encourage us.
Feedback should reveal harmful blind spots
in our lives, strengthen our natural abilities
and make us more aware of the impact we
can have on others for the better.
Perhaps I have heard it best from a motivational speaker: “What’s it like being on
the other side of me?” Direct this question
to those who know you best. Doing so is an
act of maturity and resolving to live higher.

EMILY SHUMAKER is a guest writer
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at eshumaker@harding.edu.

What’s Your Opinion?
Want to write an opinion for The Bison? Contact Jaisa Hogue at
jhogue@harding.edu to voice your opinion through The Bison newspaper.
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Clax The plumber’s helper
I

f you visit my neighborhood just about
any time of day, there’s a good chance
you’ll see them. Walking up one side of the
street, and then down the other, taking the
dog for a stroll. I’ve waved to them before,
but I couldn’t tell you their names. They
seem like nice folks. All I know is that
they are awfully fond of what must be the
world’s smallest terrier.
Their pup can’t be more than 5 inches
long. No, that’s an exaggeration. He may
be 7 inches. But it’s astonishing how much
water this dog can hold. I’ve watched him
as he promenades up and down the street,
stopping to use the powder room at every
mailbox. Every single one. He doesn’t skip
any of them. He may not want to hurt
anyone’s feelings.
I have no idea how something that small
can hold that much water. It’s entirely
possible that his owners carry a baby bottle
and reload him after every pit stop. Either
that, or instead of a bladder, this dog has
a fuel tank from a clown car — as soon as
you think it’s empty, another wave comes
out. Whatever his secret, Fido has marked
a lot of territory.
Yet now I hear that certain dogs have
graduated from causing leaks to sniffing
them out.
Last year, over the course of several
months, I noticed a spike in my water bill.
So I called the water company. By the way,
since this is the South, I fully expected the
lady at the water company to answer with
a chipper “Hi hon, what can I do for you?”

michael
claxton

The surly no-nonsense voice I spoke to
did not call me “hon.” Somehow, I doubt
she calls anyone “hon.” In fact, I would be
surprised if she called her own grandson
“hon.” Even if his name was Attila.
But I digress. I asked why my bill had
gone up. I hadn’t increased my water usage
at all. In fact, it had decreased since I sold
the elephant I used to hose down in the
back yard. Anyway, the lady at the water
company said she would send someone to
check. Then she hung up.
A few days later she called to say that I
had a water leak. She didn’t know where.
She didn’t know how big. She didn’t know
for how long. But something was leaking.
She told me to call the plumber, strongly
implying that I should not bother her
anymore.
When the plumber came, he pulled
out some sort of gauge, and as soon as the
needle pointed in a certain direction, he
promptly dug a 4-foot hole in my front
yard. Eventually he struck mud, which
led him to the source of the leak. A mere
$300 later, the problem was no more. And
the plumber was flush with cash.
As it turns out, instead of using a gauge,

he could have brought a dog. Some canines
are trained to detect leaks. Though they
are used primarily to sniff out oil and gas
leaks — which surely can’t be good for
the sniffer — I am told that dogs can also
detect dripping water.
By whom was I told this? Well, my
mother said that my dad’s cousin said that
her plumber said that he had heard that
dogs could detect water leaks. And if you
want to question this chain of authority,
you go right ahead, hon.
I confirmed all this on YouTube, where I
watched a video about a Canadian labrador
named Rider who was trained to smell
gas leaks by chasing tennis balls dipped
in propane. Whenever Rider catches the
scent, he starts digging furiously. He is
seldom invited back to outdoor barbecues.
The video didn’t mention how he does
with water.
So let me sum all this up. Dogs have
now come full circle. While they are
responsible for a considerable amount of
the world’s water and gas emissions, now
it seems some are doing their part to make
things right. And that is how the world
progresses: one small step for man, one
giant leak for canines.

MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison.
He can be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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emily faulkner

The
Grand
Slam

More than
just sports

What happens when you go
to college but you are not good
enough to play the sport that
you once loved? Maybe you
played in high school and were
the star of the team. Maybe you
just wanted to focus on other
aspects of college- like academics.
Maybe you just didn’t want to
put that time commitment in
your schedule. Club sports are
a way to compromise.
If you are in a social club,
then you have the opportunity
to be a part of club sports.
Being able to choose your
level of competition is also an
advantage of club sports.
If you decided to compete at
the university level, you don’t
necessarily get to choose the
level of players that you face.
The levels of competition in
club sports range from A team
even to F team.
It is such a fun experience
being a part of something bigger
than yourself along with your
fellow club brothers or sisters.
This year, athletic trainers
will be out on the sidelines. In
order to help and provide aid to
the athletes in case something
happens.
If you’re afraid of going
out on the field or the court
because of injuries, don’t be.
Injuries rarely happen, but if
they do, the trainers will have
your back. It will be okay.
Don’t make up reasons to not
participate out of fear.
Club sports are a unique
aspect of Harding that bring
many people together in ways
that maybe wouldn’t have been
possible before. Some people
are not as active in other areas
of the club itself and may only
participate in the sports.
Being part of a social club
has been one of my favorite
things about Harding. I have
met some of my best friends
thanks to this club sports.
It is so much more than
just playing a game, even if all
you care about at the time is
winning. Sports can bridge the
gap between being strangers
and becoming friends for life.
Of course, other universities around the nation have
different club sports. However,
Harding is unique in the fact
that it is connected with our
social clubs, compared to a
state school where it is just the
sport. Intramurals are another
opportunity offered at Harding
that can bond people together,
perhaps unexpectedly.
I know that if I hadn’t done
a social club and if I hadn’t
done a club sport, my life
would look different today. I
would probably have different
best friends and hang out with
different people.
All this to say: no, you do
not have to join a club. You do
not have to play club sports. If
you are on the fence about it
though, do it. You will not regret
showing up and participating.
You could also meet your best
friends for life through the
whole process.
Whatever you’re doing in
school, really consider participating in something bigger
than yourself. It may seem like
you’re too busy and that sports
aren’t a big deal if played at the
recreational level, but you’ll
gain more memories than you
thought possible.
EMILY FAULKNER is the head
sports editor for The Bison.
She may be contacted at
efaulkner@harding.edu.

Senior spotlight:
Van Thang’s
last goals

MACY PATE | The Bison

Senior midfielder Van Thang has won two academic all-GAC awards in 2015 and 2016 and All-GAC (second team) in 2015.
According to head coach Jon Ireland, Thang is one of the hardest workers on the team. The Bisons’ next game is Thursday,
Oct. 12 at Oklahoma Baptist in Shawnee, Oklahoma.
DUSTIN SCHANDEVEL
asst. sports editor
Senior midfielder Van Thang has been
kicking a soccer ball since he was 5 years old.
Thang knew then that he loved soccer, but
did not know what the next few years would
bring. Today, Thang knows that sacrifice is
the reason why he is playing soccer in the
United States.
Thang was born in Burma, now known as
Myanmar. When Thang was 6 months old, his
father moved to Malaysia to provide for his
family. Six years later, Thang’s mother moved
to Malaysia to connect with her husband, and
Thang was left with his 8-year-old brother,
to live with relatives while their parents were
away. Thang now knows his parents were doing
whatever it took to give him a good future.
“My parents will sacrifice anything they
have to help me have a better opportunity,”
Thang said. “Life was really difficult in Burma.
Most of us were farmers: if you didn’t grow
your food, you wouldn’t have anything to eat.”
Due to the war in Burma, Thang moved
with his family to the United States when
he was 10. His family moved to Lewisville,
Texas, and Thang played soccer at Lewisville
High School.
Thang was encouraged to go to Harding
by his high school coach. Former Harding
men’s head coach Odie Guzman played for
Thang’s high school coach, who contacted

Guzman about Thang. Thang said he is very
thankful for what Harding has done for him.
“Harding has made a huge impact on my
life,” Thang said. “It’s impacted me spiritually.
The people here are Godly people. Seeing them
every day motivates me to do better things in
life. The professors have impacted me because
they actually care about you unlike those at
other schools.”
Head coach Jon Ireland is in his second
season coaching the men’s soccer team. In his
short time with Thang, he has quickly learned
just how important he is to the team.
“Van is the heart and soul of our team,”
Ireland said. “He’s the hardest worker on our
roster. After games, opposing coaches will
talk about him because of how hard he plays.”
Thang was a part of the team that made history last season when they defeated Oklahoma
Baptist 2-0 and were crowned Great American
Conference champions. Thang said that before
that season, he thought about quitting.
“I almost quit after my sophomore year due
to our season performances,” Thang said. “I
thought about transferring to a different school
but then coach Ireland came and changed
everything. He’s a great guy and knows what
he’s doing.”
Thang is one of two seniors on the team, and
he prepared for his bigger role by practicing
in the summer. Ireland said Thang’s talent
and heart prove why he is a leader this year.
“I can just tell he’s a leader,” Ireland said.

“He’s got the passion, discipline and commitment. He’s not really vocal but leads by example.
I know that he’s going to give everything he
has every game.”
Teammates also see Thang’s leadership by his
actions both on and off the field. Sophomore
midfielder Christian Ramos said he constantly
looks out for his teammates.
“He’s always very positive and pushes us to
succeed in class and on the field,” Ramos said.
“He works very hard. I never see him slacking.”

“Life was really difficult in Burma.
Most of us were farmers: if
you didn’t grow your food, you
wouldn’t have anything to eat.”
- Senior Van Thang
midfielder
Thang is a finance major and hopes to
move to Dallas after graduation and work
for a bank. His goal in life is to do international business with Myanmar and get a
dual citizenship so he can split time living
in Myanmar and Dallas. Thang said he is
very thankful to God for watching over him
during his soccer career.
“God is a big part of my life,” Thang said.
“A lot of people get hurt but I haven’t been
severely injured in my career, and I view that
being God’s love and grace. God has played
a huge role in my soccer career.”

Bisons men’s tennis sets records at regionals
BAYLEE HEDDEN
student writer

The men’s and women’s tennis teams both
competed in the 2017 Intercollegiate Tennis
Association (ITA) Central Region Tournament
Sept. 29 and 30 in Springfield, Missouri. The
women’s team won four matches, advancing
two singles players and both doubles teams.
The men’s team not only had a singles player
qualify for the quarterfinals, but also a doubles
team qualify for the semifinals, the first time ever
in program history. The doubles team for the
men consisted of senior Carlos Crisostomo and
sophomore Luis Tirado. Crisostomo also made
it to the quarterfinals in singles.
“We’re getting better and competing hard,
but we’re not really at full strength now,” head
coach David Redding said.
Redding, who becane coaching during the
2015-16 season, has players absent due to eligibility and injuries. He said he anticipates a
successful season come February, once he has a
full and healthy roster.
“Once coach Redding came, everything came
back to what we wanted it to be,” Crisostomo
said when asked about the transition of the head
coaches and how it affected the team.
Crisostomo and Tirado opened their first
weekend match against Josef Altmann and Agustin Velasco of Northwest Missouri State, where
they won 9-7 in the quarterfinals. Crisostomo
and Tirado had a great chance of reaching the
finals, but ended up coming a short, losing to
Atlmann and Velasco, 9-7, who ultimately won
their match in the finals.
In single play, topped Ouachita Baptist’s Juan
Moncada 6-2, 6-3, in the round of 16, but was
ultimately taken down by Alejandro Valarezo Plaza
of Washburn in the quarterfinals, 4-6, 7-5, 10-4.
SEE TENNIS, PAGE 2A
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Senior Carlos Crisostomo made one of the best runs in the ITA Regional tennis
tournament in Harding tennis history on Saturday, Sept. 30 in Springfield, Missouri.
Crisostomo advanced to the quarterfinals in singles play and the semifinals in
doubles along with sophomore Luis Tirado.
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Volleyball remains a powerhouse in GAC

Lady Bisons continue dominant gameplay, improve to 15-2 after 2-0 week

“I think we have a lot of improvement,” said sophomore tennis player
A.J. Barrington.
Barrington, who is currently
injured, sees a lot of potential in
his team and is looking forward to
getting back to playing in their next
tournament.
As for women’s tennis, senior
Gabriella Alves and freshman Hana
Folse both won their respective round
of 64 matches before being taken
down in their round of 32 matches.
“We’re getting better and
competing hard, but we’re
not really at full strength
now.”
-David Redding
head coach
Both doubles teams, senior Laura
Golubic and junior Arisa Takanashi,
and Alves and Folse won their round
of 32 matches to Northeastern State
9-7 and Upper Iowa 8-0. Both
doubles teams were taken down by
Southwest Baptist 8-6 and 8-3 in
their round of 32 matches.
“This weekend showed me that
I need to really work on my game
because the competition this year is
really tough,”Golubic said.
Both the men’s and women’s teams
will be heading to Plano, Texas, on
Oct. 13, to participate in the Collin
College Invitational.
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The Lady Bisons enjoyed a 2-0 performance last week as they improved to 4-1 in conference and 15-2 overall. Their
next conference matchup is tonight at 6 p.m. against the Southeastern Oklahoma Savage Storm in Durant, Oklahoma.
KENDRA CHRISTOPHER
student writer
The Lady Bisons volleyball team had
two consecutive wins last week going 3-0
against Ouachita Baptist University (OBU)
at Harding on Tuesday, Sept. 26, and 3-1
at Southern Arkansas University (SAU) on
Thursday, Sept. 28.
Their conference wins are now 4-1 and
15-2 overall. Middle blocker junior Zoe
Hardin had a total of seven blocks and 11
kills against Ouachita Baptist.
“It’s always helpful having a home advantage,”
Hardin said. “And having a supportive energy
from the crowd was great when the scores
were close.”

The student section played a huge role in
the Lady Bisons success. Junior Cassie Jones
attended the game and knew the atmosphere
was different than usual.
“It was definitely more packed than past
games,” Jones said. “The student section was
getting everyone hyped up, and the matches
were all pretty close so that kept it exciting.”
The Lady Bisons won all three matches
in a row, but head coach Meredith Fear
said the team is not letting their recent
success keep them from trying hard in their
upcoming games.
“We are still working on performing and
battling under pressure,” Fear said. “Home
games against teams you are supposed to
beat are easier mentally than road games

Bisons look for third straight win

against tough teams.”
They took home their second win of the
week against Southern Arkansas two days
later. Junior right side hitter Emma Reeves
had a total of 8 kills against SAU.
“As a team we played well and because
of that I could perform well myself,” Reeves
said. “Our junior setter, Rachel Heussner,
was able to spread out the ball between our
front row so we could get a high number of
kills. My team made some great passes, too.”
Their next game is away at Southeastern
Oklahoma University toinght and their next
home game will be Monday, Oct. 9 against
University of Arkansas – Fort Smith. The
Lions record is 13-5 and 3-0 in the Heartland
conference.

Football team hopes to ride win streak entering OBU matchup
EMILY FAULKNER
sports editor
The Bisons are now 2-3 after winning two games
in a row against Oklahoma Baptist and Arkansas
Monticello universities.
Even though they are 2-3, the Bisons are No. 6 out
of 12 teams in the Great American Conference, if they
win out and would finish 8-3 overall. Only Southeastern Oklahoma State University is undefeated at 5-0.
When it comes to winning conference, it may seem
like a long shot. But it still is not impossible.
“I’d rather be picked low than high of course; I
enjoy the underdog role a little bit,” head coach Paul
Simmons said. “There is added pressure when the buck
stops at you. I always feel a great deal of pressure to
give these guys the best chance to win, as possible.”
This past week against Arkansas Monticello, the
Bisons were trailing by as much as two touchdowns
in the second half of the game and managed to rally
back under pressure.
“We’ve gained more confidence these past few
weeks. We’ve rallied together and stayed together,
being energetic and playing with passion,” sophomore
defensive linebacker Toni Montez said. “We did that
the first few games, but it just wasn’t really working.”
Montez had two tackles last week and is looking

to improve his game every day.
“Each game, whether good or bad, I just look to
the dude next to me and know that we aren’t going
to give up,” Montez said. “This is what we trained for
and this is what the Bison brotherhood is all about,
never giving up. Even if its 41-0, we play like it’s a
tied ball game.”
Senior wide receiver Andrew Dather had 56 reception yards against Arkansas Monticello, the most
so far this season.
“It boosted our confidence because Monticello was
a good team, they have a good offense,” Dather said.
“We knew we just had to play like we did against
Oklahoma Baptist. We have more confidence going
into this week against Ouachita.”
Even though Ouachita Baptist has a 4-1 record
and Harding is 2-3, the Bisons are not intimidated.
Dather said they are ready to go out and give it their
all, just like every other game.
“We really have nothing to lose at this point, so
we’re looking to just leave it all out there every game,”
Dather said. “We’d love to win out and there’s not a
team that we can’t beat going forward the rest of the
STERLING MCMICHAEL| The Bison
season. I’d just like to see us playing together as a team,
Senior wide receiver Andrew Dather goes up for a catch
like we have been these past two games.”
Harding will face Ouachita Baptist Saturday to- against Arkansas Monticello on Saturday, Sept. 30. The
Bisons won 56-46 and improved to 2-3.
morrow in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, at noon.

HARDING
ATHLETES’
VIEWS ON
POP CULTURE

Buddy Davis

Rachel Heussner

A.J. Barrington

Sierra Phillips

Terrence Dingle

cross country

volleyball

tennis

soccer

football

You only have one more
day to live, what do you
do?

Run 20 miles and
study the Bible
with people I am
close to.

Go scuba diving
and eat as
much sushi as
possible.

Spend time with
my family.

Spend the
whole day with
my amazing
boyfriend!

I would fly home
to Newport
News, Virginia to
see my family.

Olives, anything
with blue cheese Expired milk from
the caf.
and oatmeal
raisin cookies.

Rotten milk in
the elementary
school cafeteria.

Caf-fried fish,
only because I
thought it was
chicken.

An electrolyte
drink the trainers
make me drink at
halftime of games.

What is your favorite
Halloween costume you
have worn?

A McDonald's
small fry costume
when I was little.

A cereal killer. I put
knives in little cereal
boxes and clipped
them to my jeans.

Not sure; I was
more concerned
about the candy.

A soldier in
the army.

If you could relocate
Harding, where would you
put it?

Somewhere with
better running
weather.

My hometown:
Dallas, Texas!

Somewhere
where the
weather is more
consistent.

In Virginia so
my family could
come to
every game.

What is the most disgusting
thing you have put in your
mouth?

Cinderalla like
most 6-year-old
girls.
Nashville,
Tennessee.
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Knights alumni buy wheelchair for former sponsor
KENDALL CARWILE
student writer

Photo courtesy of TIM COX

Tim Cox, sponsor for Knights and graphic designer for the office
of University Communications and Marketing, poses with his
family on the beach after receiving Freedom Trax, a motorized
wheelchair attachment designed for off-road traveling.

According to Tim Cox, a former
sponsor of men’s social club Knights,
and graphic designer for the office
of University Communications and
Marketing at Harding, using a wheel
chair presents many challenges.
One such challenge is traveling
on uneven terrains, such as sand.
On June 7, Tim Cox, a double
amputee, posted a video to Facebook
about a new wheelchair technology
called Freedom Trax.
Tim Cox explained that this new
technology is not a wheelchair itself,
but rather it works in tandem with
a manual wheelchair. When the
wheelchair is rolled over the Trax
system, it attaches to the wheels and
allows the user to travel on terrain
that was previously impossible, such
as snow or sand.
When Jordan Whetstone, a
Knight’s alumnus, saw Tim Cox’s
post, he decided that his former
sponsor and mentor deserved to
live life with more freedom.
“I was looking at pictures with
Tim and his family, and thought
about how I walk around so freely,”
Whetstone said. “I wanted Tim to
have the same freedom to not have
to be so mindful of where he goes

with his kids.”
The same day Whetstone posted
a GoFundMe page to raise money
to get this new technology.
“As soon as I proposed the idea,
it was taken very well,” Whetstone
said. “A lot of former Knights had
Tim Cox as their Sage (sponsor),
and this to them was the perfect
way to say thanks for the many
years of being a positive influence
on the men of Knights.”
Whetstone raised a total of
$8,800 through his GoFundMe,
which was more than the $5,800
needed to buy the Freedom Trax.
With the extra money, Whetstone
gifted the Cox family with a stair
climber that was installed in their
Rhode Island home.
Erin Cox, Tim’s wife, was overwhelmed with emotions when she
found out about the GoFundMe
campaign.
“We were shocked, filled with
gratitude and humbled,” Erin Cox said.
The motto of Knights is “God,
Others, Self,” and Tim Cox believes
they lived out this mantra when
gifting him the wheelchair.
“I was overwhelmed at their
generosity and the kind things he
said about why they wanted to do it,”
Tim Cox said. “I have seen Knights
do amazing things by serving others

over the years and unexpectedly I
now got to be the recipient of that
service.”
According to Erin Cox, the first
stop the family made with Freedom
Trax was a trip to the beach.
“Tim took his maiden voyage on
the Trax to Narragansett Beach,” Erin
Cox said. “Sounds simple enough
for you and me, but since being in
the wheelchair in his teens, Tim
has never been to the beach. It just
was not a possibility for him. And
if you know him, you know he’s not
one to indulge in self-pity — he is
determined to show all who meet
him that having a physical disability
does not mean you have to live a
‘less-than’ life.”
According to Erin Cox, the beach
has always been a happy place for
her and her children, ages 6 and
11. Now, due to the generosity
of Whetstone and everyone who
donated, the beach can be a happy
place for the whole family.
“Watching him go out on that
beach so close to our new home in
Rhode Island with our kids running
circles around him in the sand for
the first time was the definition
of joyful,” Erin Cox said. “It was
literally life-changing for him, and
for us as a family, because now the
beach is our happy place.”

Robotics team builds robots and relationships

EMILY GRIFFIN|The Bison

Harding Academy hosted the annual Ozark Mountain Brawl robotics competition in the gym Sept. 19-20. High school teams competed head-to-head with
robots they have built and programmed to complete a task, such as moving balls into a designated bin.
ANNA LITTLE
news editor
On Sept. 19-20, Harding Academy hosted a robotics tournament
for high school students competing
to excel in robotic engineering. The
2017 Ozark Mountain Brawl FIRST
Robotics Competition challenged
teams from high schools in Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas and Mexico
to showcase the most efficient and
effective robot.
Breakaway 3937, the Harding
Academy robotics team, was formed
in 2011 under the leadership of
coach Brian Jones. Students in
ninth through 12th grades have
the opportunity to learn how to
build robots and combine laws of

engineering, physics and mathematics. The program also involves
components of public relations,
which teaches students to strategize,
speak publicly and fundraise.
“The students have to learn how
to run a small business,” Jones said.
“On the robotics side, they put in
so many hours. They learn how
to put away the gaming systems.
They learn college skills that will
make them better when they’re on
their own.”
Along with Jones, several Harding
students mentor the robotics team,
some who are former members
themselves. Senior Zach Bissell, a
former member, mentors students
on the team and is often involved
with competitions.

“My friends and I want to help
students where we can. We had
such a great experience,” Bissell
said. “It gives students so many
opportunities.”
Competing in the worldwide
FIRST Robotics Organization is
one of those opportunities. Students
travel and compete against students
with different social, economic and
educational backgrounds.
Bissell recalled watching students
of different nationalities work to
overcome language barriers in order
to succeed together at tournaments.
“Watching our students be so
willing to go out of their way to
help another team was incredible,”
Bissell said. “A Chinese student
from Harding Academy spent a lot

“I saved up my money and bought
an $87 guitar because I heard the
song ‘Wish You Were Here’ on the
radio,” Austin Varner said. “I would
just compulsively play guitar for
hours every day, and I think that’s
really why it took off so fast.”
Austin Varner said he was hired
for his first paid performance when
he was in the seventh grade. He was
paid $100 to play the background
music at a wedding rehearsal dinner.
According to Austin Varner,
paid gigs became more frequent
later when he moved to Jackson,
Tennessee. He said he performs
solo but is also part of a cover band
back home.
Austin Varner’s sister, senior
Kelsey Varner, said she is not quite
sure how her brother ended up with
the musical gene.
“Not a soul in our family is musical,” Kelsey Varner said. “My dad
played football, my mom cheered;

they were into athletics and then
they got a musical son, Blair (their
brother) dances, and I cheer.”
Freshman Olivia Nutt said she
first met Austin Varner at Summer
Stampede. Through Instagram,
she found out about his music and
listened to his album.
Nutt, who shares a passion for
music, then contacted him hoping
to play together when they both
arrived at Harding in the fall. Their
first gig together was at Slader’s
Alaskan Dumpling Co. on Friday,
Sept. 29.
“I listened to his music on repeat
to the point to where it was like the
only thing in my head,” Nutt said.
“I wanted to understand his story
before I was singing it left and right.”
Austin Varner said he would
like to pursue a full-time career
in music, but he recognizes how
difficult that can be.
Seeking a major in cognitive

of time helping a team from China
because of his unique connection.”
Tournaments such as the Ozark
Mountain Brawl give students an
opportunity to take their knowledge
outside the classroom. Jones believes
that competitions are instrumental
to this learning process.
“We take our lectures and class
times and teachings and put it into
action,” Jones said. “The kids learn.
What we’re doing at the tournament
is what the future needs to be.”
Director of sponsored programs
Brad Miller, often serves as lead
judge at robotics competitions.
His position gives him the unique
ability to observe the students at
work and examine the benefits of
participating in robotics.

“ When teachers teach in a
classroom, it’s inevitable they give
closed-ended problems,” Miller said.
“What’s good about the competition
is the fact that it’s an open-ended,
real-world design challenge…They’re
learning by experience.”
According to the Harding
Academy website, 12.5 percent
of its students participate in the
Breakaway robotics team. Since its
inception in 2011, Breakaway has
received three Regional Champion
titles, and according to Jones, will
only get better in the future.
“We make mistakes along with
way,” Jones said. “But all of the
mistakes lead to our successes. We
see every failure as a step closer to
getting where we want to be.”

Freshman musician pairs rhymes with ‘Reasons’
ALLY PARRETT
student writer

Hundreds of students crowded
the Benson Auditorium Monday,
Sept. 11 not only to see Christian
rap artist Lecrae perform, but also
Harding’s own solo artist Austin
Varner.
Austin Varner is a freshman
cognitive neuroscience major with
a passion for music.
He released his first album titled
“Reasons” in July 2017. Most of the
set he played when opening for
Lecrae was from his album.
According to Austin Varner,
his music is best described as
singer-songwriter with elements
of blues and some folk.
Austin Varner plays piano and
guitar, but mainly guitar. He said it
was after he heard a Pink Floyd song
in 2009 that he knew he wanted to
learn to play guitar.

EMILY GRIFFIN|The Bison

Freshman Austin Varner performs at Slader’s Alaskan Dumpling Co. Friday, Sept. 29. Varner has released an album titled
“Reasons” on iTunes.
neuroscience, he is considering
pursuing medical school or a career
as a counselor.

“Reasons” can be found on
iTunes and Spotify under the artist
Jackie Austin.
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Miley Cyrus

Album:
“Younger now”

SHONEY’S CAFE

HOT SPRINGS
HAUNTED TOURS

MEMPHIS, TN (98 MILES)
Shoney’s is celebrating their 70th
Anniversary by featuring 70 cent
menu items everyday. Available at all
JACOB ARDREY
lifestyle editor
Perhaps Miley Cyrus can be tamed. “Younger Now,”
Cyrus’ sixth studio album, gives Hannah Montana fans
the resolution they were longing for while simultaneously
attributing a surprising adjective — “boring.” Cyrus’ journey
of introspection seems to have revealed her strikingly true
self and lackluster composition skills.
Depending on one’s age, Cyrus’ return to her popcountry roots will either come as a shock or a verified
prediction of a similar narrative to that of “The Parable
of the Prodigal Son.” From the humble beginnings of
her first LP, “Meet Miley Cyrus,” to her defiant phase of
2013’s “Bangerz” and 2015’s “Miley Cyrus & Her Dead
Petz,” Cyrus has taken fans’ ears on a rollercoaster. Her
transcendental exploration of pop culture, politics, drugs
and love painted her in a portrait she could not escape.
“Younger Now” capitalizes on Cyrus’ recent transitional era.
The title track beckons the listener to empathize with
Cyrus as she sings the equivalent of a journal entry. The
eerie picking of the guitar opens the album with the
lyrics, “Feels like I just woke up.” Upon initial reaction,
connecting the lyrics to her recent past made the song
come alive. Cyrus takes the transparent approach by adding,
“I’m not afraid of who I used to be,” but is adamant about
moving forward in her career.
It is important to note that the R&B ballads of “Bangerz”
are nonexistent on “Younger Now.” The overuse of hiphop beats and trap mixes are nowhere to be found. Heavy
influence of warm acoustic guitars and soft tempos flood
each track. Oren Yoel, Cyrus’ longtime producer, is credited
with the songwriting and instrumental talent. Cyrus’
and Yoel’s collaboration on “Younger Now” proves to be
a more timid mix than the previous material produced.
The tracks “Malibu” and “Rainbowland” are linked
by association. Cyrus’ colorful music studio named
“Rainbowland” is located in the well-endowed city of
Malibu, California. Naturally, “Malibu” serves as a sunbaked love story that can only be truly experienced in
California. Being the first single released, “Malibu” explains
her rekindled relationship with fiancé Liam Hemsworth.
“Rainbowland” features Country Music Hall of Fame
inductee and Cyrus’ godmother, Dolly Parton. The spirit of
their relationship is defined through the first 30 seconds of
the track as Parton’s voicemail is played. Their collaboration
amplifies both vocalists’ bluegrass roots. The washy tempo
of the snare drum and tambourine exalts the signature
sound Parton is known for. In an interview with People
magazine, Cyrus said the theme of the song is to create
unity amongst all people no matter one’s race, gender,
religion or political party. Although Cyrus is known for
speaking her mind, the song falls flat due to the cheery,
endearing lyrics that miss directly identifying society’s
current social injustices.
Cyrus’ mature vocal range soars on the tracks “I Miss
You So Much” and “I Would Die For You.” Her capability
to be transparent and vulnerable for these short moments
create accents that are lacking in the surrounding tracks.
The stripped-down percussion and supple vocals give “I
Would Die For You” a brutally honest expression.
Cyrus has the tendency to create songs like “Thinkin’”
that regress her development as an artist and disrupt the
flow of her albums. The lyrics speak for themselves as
each rhyming word is repeated throughout the chorus
just enough to be implanted in your brain for the next
two weeks. “Bad Mood” unironically uses a bland chord
progression tailored for the country-pop genre that
regrettably leaves the last portion of the album feeling
empty.
Overall, “Younger Now” exhibits an experienced
vocalist that has yet to find a musical identity. It is not
the album that erases the past. However, it defines who
she has become and where she is going. Whether you’ve
made a list about the “7 Things” you abhor about Cyrus
or not, you have to respect her resilience to be her own
person. Many ex-Disney stars follow the same pattern
of “falling out,” but as of late, we are witnessing a new,
mature era of Miley Cyrus — an era that hopefully proves
to produce stronger albums than “Younger Now.”

Shoney’s restaurants.

HOT SPRINGS, AR (103 MILES)
Experience the dark side of Hot Springs on

INTERNATIONAL
BALLOON FIESTA
ALBUQUERQUE, NM (897 MILES)
Skies are painted with hundreds of hot air
balloons at the world-renowned Balloon Fiesta.
General Admission tickets cost $10.

nightly tours starting at 8 p.m. Tickets are
available at 430 Central Avenue for $15.

COKE FACTORY
& CNN TOURS
ATLANTA, GA (488 MILES)
Learn about the origins of two major
American companies. Bundled admission
available with the Atlanta CityPASS.
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Searcy’s newest restaurant, Jimmy John’s, is now located on Race Street. Jimmy John’s ensures
the freshness of their menu items combined with their motto, “Jimmy Fresh.” Delivery is one of their
primary sources of income and Harding students are taking advantage of it.

New gourmet sandwich franchise arrives

Jimmy John’s delivers ‘freaky fast’ service to Searcy
KAYLA MEELER
student writer
Searcy received a new
dining option on Thursday,
Sept. 19 when Jimmy John’s
opened on Race Street. The
new “gourmet sandwich”
establishment offers students
a fresh place for dine-in or
delivery.
According to manager
Jonathan Gonzalez, Jimmy
John’s offers speed and quality
that is unmatched. He says
that a big priority for the
restaurant is making sure
all of their ingredients are
best in class. Jimmy John’s
proves that you do not have
to sacrifice health for speed.
“I locally purchase three to
four times a week,” Gonzalez
said. “Typically it’s going
on someone’s sandwich
and out the door the same
day. Quality ingredients

are huge, and if they aren’t
‘Jimmy Fresh’ then I don’t
feel comfortable serving
them.”
W hile J immy John’s
is located on Race Street
where the old Sonic used
to be, students seem to be
taking advantage of their
convenient delivery option.
Delivery driver Amber Betts
says that she has been on
Harding’s campus a lot since
starting the job.
“Harding is my biggest
place for delivery,” Betts
said. “I’m actually starting
to get to know the campus
a little better.”
Jimmy John’s also provides
another job opportunity for
Harding students needing
to make some extra money.
Sophomore Sara Wittler said
that she has had a positive
experience working for Jimmy John’s and can already

see that the restaurant will
continue to be popular
among students.
“It gives you the option
of having healthier food
options delivered to you
instead of pizza and things
like that,” Wittler said.
Employees like Betts
and Wittler have been adjusting to the new location
and their new positions.
Betts said that she enjoys
being employed at a new

establishment because no
one feels like they are less
than anyone else.
“Brand new staff, equipment and most importantly
new customers,” Gonzalez
said. “I love seeing new faces
every day and helping them
walk through their first
experience of our ‘freaky
fast’ culture.”
Jimmy John’s is open
seven days a week from 11
a.m. to 10 p.m.
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